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Earn more. Pay less.

At LMCU, our focus is always doing what's right for our
members. That's why we're the top credit union in the nation
for member value, and why our members love banking here.
You'll earn more and pay less when you bank with us.

Becoming an LMCU member is easy. Visit LMCU.org,
call (800) 242-9790, or stop by your local branch.

ALMCU

You'll banking here.

*LMCU is rated #1 in the nation by Callahan & Associates for Return of the Member
among credit unions above $10 billion in assets, December 2022. Erin and Chad are
LMCU members and were compensated for their time. Federally insured by NCUA.
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

The Shelter for Abused Women &
Children protect against human
trafflcklng through education

Joc LANDON [

joelandon@outlook.com

Human trafficking isn't just a problem
elsewhere. It is a problem right here in Flor-
ida, where we are third in the nation for
numbers of reported cases of human traf-
ficking according to The Shelter for Abused
Women & Children of Collier County.

Human trafficking refers to the use of
force or fraud to draw a person into slave
labor or sexual exploitation. Typically, half
of the victims in this form of modern-day
slavery are under the age of 18, and the av-
erage age is 13.

“And it can happen to anyone, anywhere
and in any situation,” says Linda Oberhaus,
The Shelter’s CEO. “Therefore, it’s import-
ant for all of us to learn to recognize the
signs of human trafficking and to do our
part to report and combat this horrific
crime”

So, what are the signs? Well, here’s a direct
link to a list posted on The Shelter’s website
at www.naplesshelter.org/signs-of-ht/.

Should you suspect human trafficking,
call the Collier County Sheriff’s Office
(CCSO) at 239-252-9300. The CCSO spe-

cial crimes bureau investigates all human
trafficking related complaints.

Education is the key to prevent our young
people from falling prey to traffickers, and
the Florida Department of Education man-
dates trafficking prevention programs for
students in grades K-12.

Here in Collier County, The Shelter is
the service provider for this programming
which is rolled into their long-standing
school based domestic violence prevention
programs. The Shelter’s presentations are
created through guidelines from the state
and approved by Collier County Public
Schools. And during the 2022-23 school
year, more than 14,000 students were
reached by the programs.

According to The Shelter’s Prevention
Supervisor, Giselle Perez, response has been
positive from students and teachers. “The
students really seem to be interested in this
topic and they ask a lot of questions. I never
fail to find someone expressing shock when
they learn about human trafficking. Expres-
sions such as widening of eyes, suddenly
becoming more alert, gasps and even the
general response of ‘what’ and ‘really’ can
be heard coming from several parts of the
room. But I feel fortunate to say that I have
not had any students report personal situa-
tions of human trafficking to me”

Ms. Perez says one of her big concerns
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Collier County Public Schools first graders show their helping hands following a school-based prevention
program called “Hands are for Helping, Not for Hurting,” presented by The Shelter advocates.

is that traffickers target vulnerable victims
through social media. She worries that
many students have followers on social me-
dia platforms that they don’t actually know.

“The best way to protect ourselves
against human trafficking is through edu-
cation;” Ms. Perez says. “I believe the infor-
mation we provide can help prevent a case
of human trafficking from occurring be-
cause the more you understand something
the better equipped you will be if a situation
should happen?”

And here’s what the students learn. At
the youngest level, kindergarten and first
grade, the “Hands are for Helping, not for
Hurting” program is taught, which in-
cludes identifying when you do not feel safe
and how to seek help from a trusted adult.

The middle school program address-
es healthy versus unhealthy friendships,
bullying and human trafficking. Students

learn ways to keep themselves safe on their
phones and when using social media.

Then, in high school, the program ad-
dresses dating violence and how to identify
an unhealthy relationship. It goes into more
depth including labor and sex trafficking
and how online apps are breeding grounds
for traffickers to find and abuse their vic-
tims.

The Shelter is on the forefront of the ef-
fort to deal with the local human trafficking
problem having served 82 victims of traf-
ficking over the years. To learn more about
the work of The Shelter visit www.napless-
helter.org. B

— Joe Landon is a communications con-
sultant who retired as executive director of
communications for Collier County Public
Schools in 2014. Contact him at joelandon@
outlook.com.

Your pet can be famous —
send us your best photo

Our pets are part of our families — hu-
mans love their dogs, cats, snakes, chickens,
birds, ferrets, horses — well, all the varieties
of animals that love us unconditionally.

Show how much you love your pets
by entering the annual Florida Weekly
pet photo contest for our annual Pet
Lovers edition.

Grab your smartphone
or camera and click away.
Then enter your favorite
shot (one entry per per-
son, please) by using the
contest tab on the Naples
Florida Weekly Facebook
page. The link is www.
Facebook.com/Naples-
FloridaWeekly or scan the

QR Code shown here.

Be sure to tell us your full name and
phone number, the name of your pet(s) and
anything else you think we might want to
know about your animal friend(s).

Our pet-friendly staff will review the pic-
tures we receive and choose our favorite few
dozen for publication in our July 20 edition.

We'll also pick three top
pets whose owners will re-
ceive gift certificates. Staff
judges will choose three
winners with $450 in prizes.

Deadline for submissions
is through July 9. Please don't
wait; we want to start admir-
ing, laughing at and loving
your pets as much as you do. l
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BEST CLEANING SERVICE IN SW FLORIDA!

$75 PROMOTION

$25 OFF your 157, 3f° and 5™ cleaning! (with recurring services)

Servicing Collier, Lee, Charlotte, Sarasota and Manatee Counties
contact us for your free estimate

239.596.5200 maidpro.com f ¥

YOUR
MOTHER

WANTS YOU TO BE A LAWYER

FlDES ) O § RAT[O preLaw
A National Jurist

The
publication Princeton Review

The
Princeton
Review:

VIQTORY'S "W
Military Friendly
Schools list.

The
Princeton Review

The
Princeton
Review:

SCHOOL of LAW

Ave Maria School of Law is the Roman
Catholic law school in the U.S.

Consistently ranked as The Princeton Review’s
“Most Conservative Law School,” preLaw’s
“Most Devout Law School,” and as one of
Princeton Review’s “Best Law Schools,” we
provide our students with a traditional legal
education while placing an emphasis on how
the law intersects with the Catholic intellectual
tradition and natural law philosophy.

Unabashedly Catholic, Ave Maria Law School
seeks to change the culture by training lawyers
in the Catholic intellectual tradition.

Listen to your Mother.
Come to Ave Maria Law!

CATHOLIC. CONSERVATIVE. COMPETITIVE.

AVEMARIALAW.EDU | INFO@AVEMARIALAW.EDU
239.687.5420

Licensed by the Florida Commission for Independent Education, license number 4007. Fully accredited by the American Bar
Association. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the division of consumer services by
calling toll-free within the state. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state. http://www.
freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Consumer-Services, 1-800-435-7352. Ave Maria School of Law recognizes the inherent
value and dignity of all members of the human family. It values equal opportunity and seeks racial, cultural, and ethnic diversity. The
Law School does not preclude admission or retention of students or employees on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin,
gender or gender identity, sexual orientation, age, disability, or status as a veteran or disabled veteran. The Law School maintains its
Catholic character but is open to persons of all religious faiths who respect the goals of Ave Maria School of Law and whose conduct
does not undermine the Law School’s religious goals or compromise its Catholic identity.




