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Education is protection
from human trafficking

BY LINDA OBERHAUS
CEO / The Shelter for Abused Women & Children

Sara was a smart,
middle class college
student with a bright
future when Paul,
her boyfriend of two
months, suggested
she tryout for a swim-
suit photo shoot, tell-
ing her she had plen-
ty of potential and
the money was good.

He dropped her off at a hotel to meet
with the photographer, but instead of a
swimsuit shoot, the photographer ordered
Sara to remove her clothing. When she
refused, he said she could not leave until
she did everything she was told. After tak-
ing compromising photos, the photogra-
pher raped her. When Paul returned, Sara
tearfully told him what had happened.
Instead of consoling her, he slapped her,
called her a whore, and said the photos
would be posted online and sent to her
family if she didn’t do whatever she was
told. Even as he sold her for sex, it was
difficult for Sara to comprehend that Paul
had never been a boyfriend, but a sex
trafficker — one who had meticulously
groomed her for financial profit.

This story happened here in Naples,
and it happens every day throughout Flor-
ida, the United States, and the world. Like
Sara, anyone can be targeted. A trafficker
chooses most victims based on vulnera-
bilities, such as loneliness, homelessness,
substance abuse, or mental health issues.
Once caught in their trafficker’s web,
victims are exploited through a myriad of
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bodily threats, intimidation and coercion.

Today, Florida ranks third in the nation
for calls to the National Human Traffick-
ing Hotline, preceded by Texas and Cali-
fornia. Over 70 percent of Florida’s calls
to the hotline pertain to sex trafficking,
mainly in the Miami/Fort Lauderdale,
Naples/Fort Myers, Tampa, and Orlando
areas. Although the venue of most reports
was not specified, the top three were
illicit spas and massage parlors, motels/
hotels, and private residences. In 2020,
strip clubs and street-based solicitation
fell to the bottom of the list, as the pan-
demic shifted trafficking from the streets
to online venues, strengthening it by mak-
ing it more difficult to detect.

During January’s National Human Traf-
ficking Awareness Month, The Shelter
for Abused Women & Children urges
all residents to educate themselves, and
their children, on the signs of this horrific
crime, and ways to protect themselves.
We know that public awareness is work-
ing, as calls to the Trafficking Hotline
have increased 35% since 2016.

The Shelter is proud to be Collier
County’s official service provider for
human trafficking victims, offering long-
term therapeutic care at our Shelly Stayer
Shelter in Immokalee as well as preven-
tion education in Collier County schools.
To educate yourself on human trafficking
or schedule an awareness presentation,
call 239-775-3862 or go to www.napless-
helter.org/trafficking

If domestic violence or human traffick-
inghasimpacted youor someone youknow,
call The Shelter’s Crisis Hotline at 239-
775-1101 or visit www.naplesshelter.org
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General & Cosmetic Dentistry

New Patient Special!

Comprehensive Exam (o150
Full Mouth Digital X-Rays (oz10)
Cleaning* (1110

Oral Cancer Screening

*In absence of Periodontal/gum disease

Level Protectm

$159

($381 VALUE)

- Our Office is Now (1) en with To,

e Maximum Safety Procedures and Protocols
in Place WITH NO EXTRA PPE FEE

e Coordinated Entry and Exit to Avoid Contact
with Other Patients

e Touchless Temperature Check Upon Arrival

e Mandatory Facial Coverings Upon Entry

¢ N-95 Masks with an Additional Surgical Mask
Overlay for Clinical Staff )

e Face Shields, Eye Protection and Gowns
for Clinical Staff

 HEPA Filters in Every Operatory

e Every Operatory is Sealed Off

¢ Minimizing Aerosol Producing Procedures

e Sanitizing of High Touch Areas Every 30 Minutes

e Plastic Shield Barriers at the Front Desk

¢ Touchless Checkout

CALL NOW TO EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE!

90 Cypress Way East #20, 6
(Across From Sam s Club)

www.oaktreedentistrynaples.com @O QO ©®

» LUNCH & LEARN

SENIOR LIVING

Reimagined.

Learn more at our next event.

Thursday, January 20t « 11:30am

Join us for a delicious chef-prepared lunch and learn more
about the engaging maintenance-free lifestyle and supportive
services & safeguards offered at our
beautiful senior living community.
To RSVP, please call 239.494.8563.
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INDEPENDENT & ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCES
CARF ACCREDITED « ECC LICENSED

12y | & | [#4) | assisteoLiving FaciLITY #9408

6945 Carlisle Court « Naples, FL - 239.494.8563

Located just south of Orange Blossom Drive on the west side of Airport-Pulling Road

TheCarlisleNaples.com

Naples’ A-TEAM
forEYE CARE

Jason C. Friedrichs, MD, MS
Michael J. Collins, MD, FACS - Dan L. Jefferies, OD

From a routine eye exam to life-changing Refractive
Cataract Surgery, this trio of experienced physicians
is sure to exceed your expectations.
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Awarded Customized Excellent
Expertise Care Results

Sincere
Hospitality Scan to see why
Naples residents

love Collins Vision

860 111TH AVENUE NORTH
NAPLES - 34108

239.690.7372 - COLLINSVISION.COM




