
A18    NEWS    WEEK OF MARCH 28-APRIL 3, 2019 NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLYIS YOUR BUSINESS
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I Want to Invest or Buy into Private 
Companies that are Well Run.

Receive free, fast, confi dential cash 
offers for all or part of your business without 

banks or third parties involved in the transaction.

www.sellpartofmybusiness.com
Call Today for more information

214-838-1018

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES
CUSTOM WINDOW TREATMENTS 

& FLOOR COVERINGS
WORLDWIDE DELIVERY AVAILABLE

FORT MYERS: 13170 S. Cleveland Ave., Fort Myers, FL 33907 
Phone: (239) 415-2800

NAPLES: 355 9th Street South, Naples, FL 34102 
Phone: (239) 732-2400

Store Hours: Mon – Sat: 10am – 6pm, Sun: Noon – 5pm

See more products online at
ROBBSTUCKY.COM

 *R&S never sells at MSRP; our prices are always lower. Some exclusions may apply.  

Clearance items are not part of the sale. Robb & Stucky is not responsible for typographical errors.

SALE OF WINTER
  HALF  OFF MSRP*

DINING
TABLES

& BIG SAVINGS ON

OUTDOOR 
LIVING

Hurry! Sale Ends April 16th.
Some exclusions apply.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Re: Article ‘Skin in the Game’ published 

in the March 21-27 Naples Florida Weekly
At a time when the #MeToo movement 

is gaining worldwide momentum to end 
sexual harassment, I find it disturbing that 
Florida Weekly would choose to glorify 
the strip club industry, which feeds off the 
objectification of women.

The lead business story by Eric Raddatz 
gives readers a glowing account of the finan-
cial growth of this industry, while shirking the 
horrific details of the underbelly of this beast. 
According to the National Human Trafficking 
Hotline, victims are frequently recruited by 
sex traffickers to work in strip clubs, which 

are designed to provide the space and envi-
ronment in which buyers may purchase com-
mercial sex. Victims of sex trafficking in strip 
clubs are frequently moved between multiple 
clubs. Commercial sex sometimes takes place 
in the bathroom, VIP, or lap dance rooms, or 
offsite in hotels or buyers’ homes.

Mr. Raddatz states that most club owners 
treat the dancers as independent contrac-
tors who get paid directly by the club’s 
customers. Some owners also receive a cut 
of the performer’s pay. This arrangement 
removes any legal or moral responsibility 

from the owners, who make considerable 
income off a dancer who may or may not be 
there of her own will. 

In the article, Rick Arenas would have 
readers believe he is a noble businessman 
who would never call an entertainer a 
“stripper” because “it’s degrading.” Regard-
less of the title, objectifying women for 
sexual gratification is degrading.

The article states that RCI has been previ-
ously named by Forbes as one of America’s 
200 Best Small Companies. Shame on Forbes 
for contributing to the problem of exploiting 
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Trade Expo & Taste 
of the Expo
Thursday, April 11, 2019
Community Managers, Board Members 
& Community Association 
Residents EDUCATION 

VENUES FOR 
MANAGERS & 

BOARD MEMBERS
2019 LEGAL UPDATE

8:00-10:00am
with Joe Adams, Esq. of Becker Lawyers

PLEASE REGISTER ONLINE TO ATTEND GO TO: 
www.southgulfcoastchaptercai.com

BOARD CERTIFICATION 
SEMINAR

8:30-10:30am
with Richard DeBoest, Esq. of Goede Adamczyk DeBoest Cross

PLEASE REGISTER ONLINE TO ATTEND GO TO: 
www.southgulfcoastchaptercai.com

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING  EXHIBIT DOORS OPEN 9AM TO 1PM

ALICO ARENA 
on the grounds of

FLORIDA GULF COAST 
UNIVERSITY

10501 FGCU Blvd. S in Fort Myers
(Off of Ben Hill Griffin Parkway)

FOLLOW THE SIGNS

DONATE TODAY!  LeeHealthFoundation.org/Golisano   •  239.214.0642

Why Support Child Life?

Being admitted to a hospital can be hard 

for anyone, but it is especially distressing 

for children. 

at Golisano Children’s Hospital alleviate this 

anxiety by helping kids understand and cope 

during their stay. This improves the healing 

process and enhances their experience now 

and for a lifetime to come.

Every donation to the Child Life Program
helps us provide these important services!

• Pre-admission and 
 pre-surgical 

• for 
 medical procedures

•

•  for 
 fun and learning

•  for 
 stress relief

!Healing
Because Child Life 

Supports

Clothing for More than Just Golf

March 16th thru April

GOLF DEALS       Clubs | Shoes | Balls | Gloves | Hats

Regular 
Price

Best Prices 
of the Year!

Ladies Apparel Men’s Apparel

70%
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 to
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THE BIG SALE

939-5500

women and girls in our county by naming a 
strip club one of America’s 200 Best Small 
Companies. Forbes is clearly part of the prob-
lem.

In the article, Joe Redner, operator of Mons 
Venus strip club in Tampa, points to his First 
Amendment right that protects his business. 
Perhaps we could head off the First Amend-
ment with the Fifth Amendment, where it 
discusses the fact that citizens of the United 
States not be deprived of life, liberty or prop-
erty without due process of law.

Redner says his industry has been adversely 
impacted by the internet, due to easy access to 
free content online. While the internet has cre-
ated a hit to his industry, women and girls are 
now being sold by traffickers online as much, 
or more than they are out of strip clubs.

In the article, Dave Johnson, who runs 
Teasers in Key West, is quoted as saying, “in 
the end it’s all about selling drinks.” But it’s 

not about selling drinks, is it, Mr. Johnson? 
It’s about selling sex. It’s about the objectifica-
tion of women, and by doing so, these clubs 
perpetuate violence against women and girls.

Johnson’s final quote, “I have millionaires 
come in on a regular basis,” provides readers 
with a chilling truth, most recently supported 
by the arrest of Patriots owner Robert Kraft. 
Traffickers go where the wealthy white men 
are.

In December 2017, Florida Weekly raised 
considerable public awareness with a cover 
story on the shocking reality of human traf-
ficking. This week’s story glorifying strip 
clubs takes the public three steps back. 
While they may be sound financial invest-
ments, strip clubs are a breeding ground 
for human trafficking. Please choose your 
stories with more consideration. ■

— Linda Oberhaus, CEO, The Shelter for 
Abused Women & Children


