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Medicare
Congress should fix
glitch in benetfits law

There was practically no inflation over the past
year, which means that 60 million people living on
Social Security won’t be getting an annual inflation
adjustment in their benefits. You'd think that’s agood-
news story, or at least a neutral one — what’s not to
like about older Americans essentially holding steady
economically?

Alas, due to a little-known law, this seemingly
benign situation is actually creating a bit of havoc
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premium spikes of up to
50 percent for Part B, the
program that covers out-
patient care. A typical in-
crease would be from about
$105 per month to $159, ac-
cordingtoa Congressional
Research Service report. And older Americans are
howling in protest, to a Congress that’s already hav-
ing trouble meeting deadlines regarding the budget
and the federal debt ceiling.

The first step in thinking about this problem is to
keep it in perspective.

Yes, a50 percent increase is abrupt, but all seniors
would have faced a15 percent increase if Social Security
benefits had received an inflation adjustment. What’s
more, about a third of those facing a premium spike are
either high-income retirees, who may appropriately
be expected to pay more, or brand-new enrollees, who
aren’t really being hit with an increase because they
weren’tin the program before. (Welcome to Medicare,
guys!) About two-thirds of the affected population are
elderly poor people for whom Medicaid pays Medicare
benefits; in their case, what we’re really looking at is
a major shifting of costs to the states, which would
have to pay about $2.3 billion extra.

Three principles should guide Congress in con-
sidering a fix.

First,in a situation in which everyone was expect-
ingal5 percent premium increase, no one now slated
to pay more is entitled to a zero increase, especially
not better-off seniors who can reasonably pay more.

Second, the poorest beneficiaries, who are the ma-
jority of those affected, should be protected.

And third, the entire cost of the fix — $7.5 billion,
assuming that Congress does, in fact, limit the increase
for the 15 million seniors to 15 percent — should be
paid for with offsets elsewhere in the budget, prefer-
ably from other health care programs. This glitch
is no reason to dip into Medicare’s reserve fund, as
some have suggested.

Asithappens, President Barack Obama’s last budget
recommended a phased-inincrease in Part B deduct-
ibles for new beneficiaries, starting in 2019, which
would save $7 billion all by itself. Adopting a change
like that could help pay for a fix, while giving Medicare
ameasure of what it really needs: structural reform.
— The Washington Post
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Linda Oberhaus, Naples
Executive director,
The Shelter for Abused Women & Children

Facing the abuser

Last February, the shocking vio-
lence of the Ray Rice abuse video
brought the reality of domestic
abuse into full view. More recently,
a video from a Seminole County
courtroom is equally as disturbing,
but this time the “knockout” is at the
hands of the very person sworn to
administer justice.

In the video, Judge Jerri Collins
rebukes a desperate abuse survivor
for failing to appear in court last
July, finding the woman in contempt
of court and sentencing the sobbing
single mother to three days in jail.

Allegedly choked and threat-
ened by her abuser at knife point,
the woman apologizes to the judge
for missing the hearing, stating she
was too depressed and traumatized
to face her abuser in court.

Here at The Shelter for Abused
Women & Children, we know too
well the trauma and anxiety suffered
by victims of domestic violence. It is
the reason our legal advocates pro-
vide assistance and accompany sur-
vivors to court. Unfortunately for
this woman, she did not have that
kind of support.

Judges should absolutely take into
account those domestic violence
victims who are too intimidated,
frightened or traumatized to appear
in court. Sending a victim of abuse
tojail, or forcing her to testify at the
risk of further abuse, homelessness
or worse, only serves to promote
further victimization.

Justice may be blind, but in this
case, it was deaf as well.

Tarik N. Ayasun, Marco [sland
President, board of directors,
Marco Island Charter Middle School

Marco schools

The board of directors, adminis-
tration, staff and students of Marco
Island Charter Middle School con-
gratulate Marco Island Academy
and Jane Watt for the successful
purchase of land they’ve been leas-
ing since the opening of their school.

We also thank Bill and Karen
Young, who kindly lent the funds
which made the purchase possible.
Success of a public charter high
school will benefit all students and
citizens of Marco Island in particu-
lar, and Collier County in general.

We anxiously await the district
School Board’s final sale of Tract K
to the Marco Eagle Sanctuary Foun-
dation, which will use it as a passive
park to preserve the environmental
integrity of it as a bald eagle nest-
ing sanctuary. The sale proceeds
minus closing costs will be distrib-
uted in accordance with the settle-
ment agreement and release entered
between the Deltona Corp. and the
Collier County School Board, and
filed on Jan. 3,1990.

Letter of the Day

Ron Herbinger, Bonita Springs
Remember Maz

It was 55 years ago when Bill
Mazeroski hit the only Game 7
walk-off home run in World Se-
ries history. It was against the
New York Yankees.

Some have called it the most
dramatic moment in baseball his-
tory. Several years ago I played
golfin a celebrity pro-am charity
event at Innisbrook golf course in
Clearwater.

In my group was none other
than Bill Mazeroski. We won the
event and during my enjoying the
moment at the bar, I told him that
he broke my heart when he made
Mickey Mantle cry after his his-
toric blast.

He said, “Oh, a Yankee fan are
you?”

I said, “Yep, all my life.”

He said, “Let’s see about that. If
you can tell me who was playing
left field for the Yankees that day,
I'll buy you a beer.”

Without hesitation I said, “Yogi
Berra, because they wanted his
bat in the lineup and Elston How-
ard was catching.”

He bought me the beer and
signed a baseball for me.

This agreement provided that
“if Tract K is sold to a third party,
the proceeds of such sale shall be
applied by the School Board for
the benefit of the public school stu-
dent populace of Marco Island and
Marco Shores or both, in schools
where they attend on Marco Island,
Marco Shores or elsewhere in Col-
lier County.”

As aresult of this sale, all Collier
County Public Schools where Marco
Island and Marco Shores resident
children attend will get a prorated
share of the proceeds according to
a formula worked out between the
parties to the contract.

This is great news for those Col-
lier public schools where our chil-
dren attend and it is indeed great
news for Marco Island Charter
Middle School and Marco Island
Academy, who will be sharing a sub-
stantial part of the proceeds from
the sale.

Wayne LaFleur, Naples
Wake up, America

Donald Trump just might wake
America up, but that does not mean
I think he would make a good presi-
dent. The good thing he is doing is
stating in all areas the U.S. govern-
ment needs to start making decisions
as to what is best for the majority of
the people in the U.S. and stop wor-
rying about being politically correct
or self-serving.

The United States has not won

a war or conflict since World War
I1. When a country goes to war, you
should know going in there will be
casualties on both sides. Your obliga-
tion is to go in and get it over with as
soon as possible so as to limit your
casualties while inflicting the most
damage on the enemy in the shortest
amount of time.

That is exactly what the atomic
bomb did in World War II. If you
are not willing to do that, then don’t
start a war that goes on for 13 years
or more with so many deaths and
injuries to your military personnel.

Yes, President Barack Obama did
not start it, but he has done nothing
but weaken the respect and fear that
other nations once held toward us in
this regard.

Because of his very weak approach
to international affairs, we now have
several countries that are willing to
test their resolve against that of the
United States: Russia, North Korea,
Iran, Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan —
the list seems to grow by the day.

Oh, yes, and let us not forget ISIS,
yes — not ISIL, as Obama is the
only person in the world that calls it
something other than what its name
is, ISIS. But that holds true to every-
thing he has not done while in office.
He does not face things head-on.

Jeffrey Gilfoy, Naples

Finish the job

Again, I am drawn to respond to
a letter from Charles J. Theisen Jr.
on his response to me and his opin-
ion of the overall importance of the
financial issue in fighting terrorists.

In the military there are really
three persuasions. There is the in-
telligence community, there are the
“bean counters” and there are the
warriors.

This current president is a “bean
counter.” Our current president had
set ared line in the sand on Syria for
using gas on its own people and then
retreated and turned it into a yellow
line. Our current president has not
only decreased our troops, but has
now let the Russian leader take over
the bombing of Syrian opposition
forces with again a yellow line. He
has taken boots off the ground to not
stop the atrocities that are happen-
ing in Syria and Afghanistan.

Yes, I know this “war” was started
by President George W. Bush, but to
honor all the men and women who
lost their lives we have to make sure
this arena is stable before we leave.

This president just backed out as
soon as he could (for his political rea-
son) and made this arena so unstable
and so fractured. His moves have led
to the increase in the Islamic State
group, or ISIS, and multiple other
terrorist groups, who now are not
only recruiting Americans, but are
coming back here to attack America.

Thisisnot a “bean counter” war, it
is a war for warriors, and I was one.
I pray whoever is the next president
will have the fortitude to finish the
job our dead soldiers started.



