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Linda Oberhaus, Naples
Executive director, The Shelter
for Abused Women & Children

Purple inOctober
In addition to October’s pink and

orange, The Shelter for Abused
Women & Children urges the com-
munity to “go purple” in support
of Domestic Violence Awareness
month.

Although brought to the media
forefront by high-profile incidents
in the NFL, domestic violence has
long been a national crisis affecting
every American, either physically,
emotionally or financially. Statis-
tics show that 1 in 4 women and
1 in 7 men are victims of domestic
violence, and intimatepartnerhomi-
cidesmakeup approximately 10 per-
cent of all U.S. murders. In Collier
County, therehavebeen 39domestic

violence-related murders over the
past 10 years.

Children exposed to domestic
violence are more prone to dating
violence, delinquency and further
victimization, continuing the cycle
of violence into the next generation.

Domestic violence also impacts
animals. Nearly 71 percent of pet-
owningwomen entering abuse shel-
ters reported that their batterer had
injured, killed or threatened family
pets for revenge or control.

Nationally, the medical cost bur-
den associated with domestic vio-
lence ranges from $2.3 billion up
to $7 billion, including lost days of
employment.

You can make a difference. Join
the shelter’s mission to prevent,
protect and prevail over domestic
violence. Call 239-775-3862 or go to
naplesshelter.org to find out how
you can help create a community

where every home is a safe haven
for the family it shelters. If you or
someone you know is a victim of
domestic violence, call the shelter’s
crisis hotline at 239-775-1101.

Let purple prevail inOctober and
throughout the year.

Michael Dedio, Naples

Get real
The “Paradise Coast Wives” re-

ality show is not what Naples is all
about.

Naples has the distinction of be-
ing a place to visit and retirewithout
showboating its beauty.

“Paradise Coast Wives” are not
the real women of Naples but wan-
nabes.

Residents ofNaples are above the
reality-showmentality.

WANT SOMEONE FROM THE NAPLES DAILY NEWS to speak at
your event or club? Please go to naplesnews.com/customerservice.

On this date
Today is the 287th day
of 2014 and the 23rd day
of autumn.

Today’s history: In 1912,
Theodore Roosevelt was
shot in the chest and went
on to deliver a campaign
speech in Milwaukee.
In 1926, A.A. Milne’s
“Winnie-the-Pooh” was
published.
In 1962, a U.S. reconnais-
sance plane photographed
Soviet missile sites on the
island of Cuba, setting off
the Cuban missile crisis.
In 1964, Martin Luther King
Jr. was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize.
In 1994, Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat, Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and
Israeli Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres were awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize for
the Oslo accords.

Today’s birthdays: Dwight
D. Eisenhower (1890-1969),
U.S. president/general;
Lillian Gish (1893-1993), ac-
tress; e.e. cummings (1894-
1962), poet; C. Everett Koop
(1916-2013), U.S. surgeon
general; Roger Moore, actor,
is 87; Ralph Lauren, fash-
ion designer, is 75; Natalie
Maines, singer-songwriter, is
40; Usher, singer-songwriter,
is 36; Mia Wasikowska,
actress, is 25.

Today’s fact: Eight Major
League Baseball teams
have never won a World
Series: the Colorado Rockies,
Houston Astros, Milwaukee
Brewers, San Diego Padres,
Seattle Mariners, Tampa
Bay Rays, Texas Rangers and
Washington Nationals.
Today’s quote: “War is
mankind’s most tragic and
stupid folly; to seek or advise
its deliberate provocation
is a black crime against all
men.”
— Dwight D. Eisenhower

Today’s number: 119,431
— altitude (in feet) of Felix
Baumgartner’s record-set-
ting vertical sky-diving free
fall during the Red Bull Stra-
tos project, on this day in
2012. Baumgartner reached
a maximum speed of 843.6
mph during his descent.

Bible quote: “But lay up
for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth
nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break
through nor steal.”
— Matthew 6:20

By state
Sen. Garrett Richter
R-Naples, District 23

Amendment 2 is not in-
tended tohelp the sick; it is
calculated to
legalize pot
in Florida.

The Flor-
ida Legisla-
ture created
a law to al-
low for the
prescribed
use of non-
e u p h o r i c
strainsofmarijuanaknown
as “Charlotte’s Web.” This
new law will allow those
who suffer from debilitat-
ing illnesses to have ac-
cess to a legitimate formof
treatment.

There are a number of
ambiguities intheproposed
amendment that present
serious concerns for those
of us who don’t want rec-
reational drug use to gain
a foothold in Florida. First,
nophysician’s prescription
is required. A patient only
needsa“physician’s certifi-
cation,”whichisn’ta formal
prescriptionusedata repu-
table pharmacy.

This is, instead, a writ-
ten recommendation used
to buy marijuana at store-
front dispensaries. Physi-
cians will be allowed to
write a certificate for any
illness for which they be-
lieve theuseofmedicalpot
will outweigh thepotential
risks for a patient. Writing
a prescription for medical
pot would violate federal
law,which iswhyitmustbe
downgraded to the lesser
certification.

Amendment 2 also al-
lows for “caregivers” to
dispense medical pot. The
onlyqualificationforsome-
one to be a “caregiver” is
that the person is at least
21 years old. This means
that someonewithnomed-
ical training, who poten-
tially can have a criminal
record,wouldbeeligible to
dispensemedicalpotunder
this amendment.

Amendment 2 also fails
to create criteria forwhere
medical pot can be sold.
Pot shops could open up
on every corner with no
prohibitions on proximity
to schools or religious es-
tablishments.

I, for one, strongly op-
pose the idea of a pot dis-
pensaryopeningacross the
street from my grandchil-
dren’s school. Taking that
fact into account, Amend-
ment 2 also has a loophole
that would allow teens to
purchasemedicalpotwith-
out parental consent. The
authors of the amendment
failed tocreateanadequate
age restriction that would
prevent this from occur-
ring.

A qualified patient, as
defined in Amendment 2,
is anypersonwhohasbeen
diagnosedwith a debilitat-
ingmedical conditionwho
has a physician’s certifica-
tion and valid identifica-
tion. The aforementioned
“caregivers”couldgoto the
pot shops on behalf of the
teens andpickup their pot.

Amendment 2 is op-
posed by the Florida Sher-
iffsAssociation, theFlorida
Medical Association and
the Florida Chamber of
Commerce.

I believe that Amend-
ment 2 is bad for families,
bad for law enforcement
andbadforbusiness.Please
consider voting “no” on
Amendment 2.

Guest commentary

Marijuana
amendment
is wrong for
Floridians

Garrett
Richter

Speaker of the House
TipO’Neill once said, “All
politics is local.”Thatmay
have been true inO’Neill’s
day, but some elections
are decisively on national
issues— and the congres-
sional elections this year
are overwhelmingly na-
tional, just as the elections
of 1860weredominatedby
onenational issue, namely
slavery.

In 1860, some abolition-
ists split the anti-slavery
vote by running their own
candidate — who had no
chance of winning — in-
stead of supporting Abra-
ham Lincoln, who was
not pure enough for some
abolitionists. Lincoln got
just 40 percent of the vote,
although that turned out
to be enough to win in a
crowded field.

But what a gamble with
the fate of millions of hu-
man beings held as slaves!
And for what? Symbolic
political purity?

This year as well, there
are third-party candidates
complicating elections
that can decide the fate
of this nation for years to
come. No candidate that

irresponsibledeserves any
vote.

With all the crosscur-
rents of political contro-
versies raging today, what
is the overriding national
issue thatmakes thisyear’s
congressional elections
so crucial? That issue is
whether, despite all the
lawless edicts of President
Barack Obama, threaten-
ing one-man rule, we can
still salvage enough of the
Constitution to remain a
free, democratic nation.

Obama will be on his
way out in two years, but
if he can appoint enough
federal judges who share
his contempt for the Con-
stitution’s limits on federal
government power in gen-
eral, andpresidential pow-
ers in particular, then the
United States of America
cancontinueon thepath to

becoming another banana
republic, evenafterObama
has left theWhite House.

Obama understands
how high the stakes are,
which is why he is out
fundraising all across the
country — seemingly all
the time — even though
he has no more elections
to face himself. Obama
came to power saying that
hewasgoing to fundamen-
tallychange theU.S.—and
he intends to do it, even
after he is gone, by giving
lifetime appointments as
federal judges to people
who share his view that
this country’s institutions
and values are fundamen-
tallywrong, andneed tobe
scrapped and replaced by
his far-left vision.

If only Obama’s critics
andopponentsunderstood
this momentous issue as
clearly as he does!

The issue is whether
“we the people,” as desig-
nated by the Constitution,
continue free to live our
own lives aswe see fit, and
to determine what laws
and policies we want to
live under.

Obama’s vision is very

different. In his vision,
our betters inWashington
shall simply order us to
live as theywant us to live
— telling us what medical
insurance we can have,
what doctorswe can go to,
what political groups shall
be favored by the Internal
Revenue Service, with
more of the same coming
in the years ahead, long
after Obama has left the
White House.

Critics who deplore
Obama’s foreign policies
in general, and his weak
response to the Islamic
State threat in particular,
as showing incompetence
— and who see his inces-
sant fundraising as just a
weird distraction — fail
to understand how differ-
ent his priorities are from
theirs.

Obama understands
clearly that his ability to
fundamentally remake
what he has long seen as a
deeply defective and cor-
ruptAmerica in the image
of his far-left vision de-
pends crucially on having
control of the Senate that
has the power to confirm
hisappointmentsof federal

judges with lifetime ten-
ure. His fundraising is key
to maintaining the Demo-
crats’ Senatemajority.

Foreign policy is subor-
dinated to Obama’s over-
riding ideological vision.
Thepresidentwill not risk
losing this year’s congres-
sional elections by taking
military actions that will
alienate his political base.
Tokenmilitary actions can
minimize thepolitical loss-
es from other voters.

That people will die
while he stalls onmilitary
action is a price he is will-
ing to pay. His ordering
thousands of American
troops into Ebola-infested
Liberia shows the same
ideologically-driven cal-
lousness.

The big question is
whether those who wish
to preserve a free Amer-
ica see the issue and the
stakes equally as clearly
as Obama does — and see
that this is the overriding
national issue of our time,
with our votes for senators
not to be confusedby local
issues.

Creators Syndicate

Local electionswill havegreat impact onnation

THOMAS
SOWELL

COMMENTARY

WASHINGTON — With the
prospect that one of their
sex will occupy the Oval
Office for the first time in
history, women are bound
to feel optimistic about
achieving an equality
withmen they continue to
be denied in the nation’s
commerce.

But should they?
According to The As-

sociated Press and any
number of organizations
that measure such things,
women still trail their op-
posite sex badly in pay and
position and influence and
that probably will take
some time to change. In
fact, the gap between the
sexes in pay and advance-
ment in two of the most
important endeavors,
technology and finance,
remains substantial.

For instance, a recent
study by the American
Institute for Economic re-
search reveals thatwomen
in computer technology
earn an average of $6,358
a year less than men. And
the penalty for also be-
ing a mom amounts to
more than $11,000. Add
that to the fact that female
engineers a year after
graduation earn 88 per-
cent of what their male
counterparts are paid and
the picture is bleak. The
American Association of
University Women, ac-
cording to the AP, reports
that women in computers
and information sciences

earn 77 percent of what
men do with the same de-
gree. That figure is based
on a study of 15,000 grad-
uates by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education.

Clearly women have
made strides in politics,
winning election to Con-
gress as never before and
with the prospect of in-
creasing their numbers
during next month’s elec-
tion. But being given a
voice in running thenation
doesn’t seem to carry over
to increased numbers in
the leading technological
companieswhosediversity
figures reveal that women
comprise less than one-
third of their workforce.
AtMicrosoft, the AP says,
women hold down only
29 percent of the jobs.

And it seems that while
some women have man-
aged to make it to the top
in the information tech-
nology and social media
networks, their overall
participation is low. The
AP noted that Facebook’s
Chief Operating Officer
Sheryl Sandberg has been
a leading voice in champi-
oning workplace advance-

ment for her sisters, yet
her “sisters” make up only
31percentofFacebook’s to-
talworkersandonly 15per-
cent of its technology em-
ployees,mainly engineers.

Thepaygap is even larg-
er it seems in the financial
services industry where
women earn a whopping
$14,000-plus a year less
than men. And judging by
figures from theAmerican
Institute for EconomicRe-
search, it pays to remain
single. Brides, the institute
reports, make $16,491 less
than singlewomen and all
men.

There are some areas in
financial services where
the number ofwomen em-
ployees actually is declin-
ing. Since 1999, a Babson
College survey shows, the
number of women in ven-
ture capital firms has de-
clined from 10 percent to
6 percent.

All this leads to conjec-
ture whether the election
ofawomanto the topof the
U.S. government either in
the next presidential elec-
tion or in one in the next
decade will help women
achieve what they have
sought since suffrage gave
themthevoteandeconom-
ic necessities forcedmany
from total homeemersion.
Or, as one of my female
acquaintances put it, will
the Congress enact a pay
cut forMadamePresident,
whomever shemight be?

Obviously, six years

ago when Barack Obama
cameoutofnowhere tode-
feat front-runningHillary
Clinton for theDemocratic
Party presidential nomi-
nation, voters decided
that it wanted an African-
American chief executive
before a female one even
one with far more experi-
ence than Obama. Many
of those who felt that way
appear to have decided it
was a mistake if the polls
are correct.

With Clinton now very
much in the forefront of
speculation once again,
the odds seem to favor
the glass ceiling against
a woman achieving such
a goal finally crashing
down. Whether that
translates into improved
opportunities for females
in the workplace gener-
ally is anyone’s guess.
As the statistics reveal,
the gaps in crucial areas
remain large despite in-
creasing demands for di-
versity. Women count for
an ever larger presence in
law and medicine, where
their numbers in training
for these professions ex-
ceedmen.

Hopefully, the idea of
equal pay for equal work
will take hold in the fi-
nancial and technologi-
cal world specifically and
in the nation’s workforce
generally.

McClatchy-Tribune
News Service

Aswomenrisepolitically, pay still lags

DAN
THOMASSON

COMMENTARY


