Naples event

Victim shares story of violence,

By Kristine Gill
kmgill@naplesnews.com
239-403-6174

In the minutes before
she was to speak to the
dozens gathered at an
event Thursday for the
Shelter for Abused Wom-
en & Children, Susan Still
prayed.

She prayed to calm her
nerves and in the hope
that her story of surviving
domestic violence would
come across.

“I pray and I become a
vessel,” said Still, an ad-
vocate for victims whose
story has been featured on
20/20 and the Oprah Win-
frey Network.

It was prayer, too, that
got Still through her last
day in an abusive relation-
ship more than 10 years
ago. That day, her husband
of 24 years had threat-
ened one of her sons with
violence after having spent
the weekend sexually and
physically abusing her.

“I knew I would die if I
stayed any longer,” she said.

FUNDRAISING EVENT

Still’s speech Thursday
was part of the shelter’s
annual fundraising event
at the Naples Beach Hotel
and Golf Club. The group
hopes to raise $5.1 million
for its operations this year.
The shelter is one of only
two in the state that does
not receive funding at the
county level.

Attendees gasped when
real footage of Still’s abuse
played over two screens
at the front of the room.
Many were moved to
tears as she spoke of the
relentless verbal abuse
she suffered at the hands
of her husband. The video
showed Ulner Lee Still
smacking his wife, threat-
ening to knock her teeth
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Susan Still waits to speak at the Shelter For Abused Women and Children’s “Shelter from the
Storm” luncheon at the Naples Beach Hotel and Golf Club on Thursday. Still told of extensive
physical and mental abuse that she said resulted in her ex-husband being sentenced

to 36 years in prison. It was the longest sentence ever imposed in New York state in a case
of domestic violence that did not result in the death of the victim, she said.

out and calling her stupid
no less than 23 times as he
forced his 13-year-old son
to record the exchange.

“How many times does
someone have to call you
something before you be-
lieve it?” Still said to the
audience.

Still’s story made na-
tional headlines when in
2004, her former husband
was sentenced to 36 years
in prison, the longest sen-
tence imposed in a New
York domestic violence
case in which the victim
lived.

On the night she decid-
ed to leave, Still prayed her
husband would leave her
alone the next morning
as she got ready for work.
Most days, he criticized
her makeup and cloth-
ing, looking for reasons to
force her to call out sick.
Still needed to get to work

that day so she could later
visit the police station
and report the abuse. She
prayed she could make it
to her job one more time.
“For the first morning
ever, he didn’t come any-
where near me,” she said.

LEFTWITHLITTLE

Still told the men and
women gathered to imag-
ine having to leave their
home, all of their belong-
ings and their jobs with
only the cash in their wal-
let.

“The pit in your stom-
ach you’re feeling now is
probably one-thousandth
of what I felt,” she said.

Still took her children to
a shelter where they pro-
vided beds, food, tooth-
brushes and, most impor-
tantly, a safe place to catch
her breath.

“It was there that I

GULFCOAST

Coin & Jewelry, LLC

SINCE 1977

Celebrating 40 years

of being Southwest Florida’s Gold, Silver, Diamond,
Rare Coin & Real Estate Exchange

WE WOULD LIKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO
INTRODUCE OURSELVES AND THE
SERVICES WE OFFER TO YOU.

NEXT
Multi-Estate
LIVE Auction

April 11*"

v.

Featured purses include Brahmin, Michael
Kors, Coach, Dooney & Bourke ..and more! for reservations!

In Addition to our International Live Internet and Gallery Auctions
We Now Offer Real Estate and ONSITE Auction Services
through GULFCOAST REALTY & AUCTIONS.

www.gulfcoastrealtyauctions.com
239-242-7661
BONITA SPRINGS

25355 S. Tamiami Trail
The Prado at Spring Creek Shopping Center

239-333-2646

We Get You TOP Dollar.
We BUY your valuables outright or
SELL them at Auction
or Cash Advance against your auction items.

We have an international clientele r-'-'
from over 14 different countries

FFER PRIVATE INSURED DEPOSITORY STORAGE FOR PRECIOUS N

DESIGNER PURSE Sl <©

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8TH
AT THE BONITA SPRINGS SHOWROOM

Benefitting The Regional Cancer Center
Doors open 5:30 pm - Bingo Starts 6:15 pm
Hors d'oeuvres...Dessert...FUN!

Call 234.1277

FORT MYERS
14181 So. Tamiami Trail

(Across from Scanlon-Lexus)

239-939-5636

i ]

fa
&
o

Visit our website at:

www.gulfocastcoin.com/napleslive

found time to figure out
the next move,” she said.

Still urged attendees
to donate to the Naples
shelter because she said it
offers victims with few re-
sources and fewer options
ahaven and a gateway to a
better future.

“Give generously today
so you can change and el-
evate lives,” she said.

The Shelter for Abused
Women & Children
opened in 1989 with 20
beds and has since ex-
panded to 60 and now in-
cludes a kennel for fami-
lies’ pets.

“Every adult, child and
pet has a right to lead a
life free from violence and
abuse,” Executive Director
Linda Oberhaus said.

As of Thursday, the
shelter was housing 27
adults, 13 children, three
dogs and four birds.
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Festival to celebrate
Immokalee success

By Maria Perez
maria.perez@naplesnews.com
239-213-5326

The first Celebrate Im-
mokalee festival is sched-
uled for Saturday as an
event to celebrate every-
thing the community of-
fers and its achievements.

“We are celebrating the
accomplishments of the
people in the community,”
said Cherryle Thomas,
a festival organizer with
the Immokalee Chamber
of Commerce. “We are go-
ing to celebrate all cultures
and diversity.”

Bernard Barnhart,
president of the Immo-
kalee chamber, said from
children to football play-
ers, Immokalee neighbors
have many successes.

Immokalee residents
work in many sectors, he
said, and the community
has a lot to offer, like the
Lake Trafford marina, the
raceway and the casino.

“The reason that we
are doing our festival is to
show people that we are
more than one thing,” he
said. “Let’s create some-
thing that brings all Im-
mokalee together.”

The Celebrate Immo-
kalee festival will be held
at the Immokalee Airport
Park on Saturday from 10
a.m.to 7 p.m.

Lipman’s 5K run will
begin at 8 a.m., with pro-
ceeds supporting a back-
pack giveaway in August.
ATJunior Fun Run will take
place at 9 a.m. inside the
Airport Park.

At10.30 a.m. the festival
parade will start at Ninth
Street North and Main
Street. It will end at the
park.

There, barbecue ven-
dors will compete for the
title of King of the Grill
and other food vendors
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The proceeds
will fund
scholarships
for Immokalee
High School
graduates who
want to pursue
further educa-
tion and, for the
first time this
year, aid the top
readers in fifth
grade.

will also sell their special-
ties. There will be music,
from mariachis to Spanish
opera, dancers from local
schools, games for kids,
and a flag football tourna-
ment.

Instead of a pageant, ju-
rors will choose this year
a Miss Lady Indian, who
can have any talent, such
as wrestling, playing the
trumpet, running cross
country or being in the flag
line, Barnhart said.

The proceeds of the
festival will fund schol-
arships for Immokalee
High School students who
graduate and want to pur-
sue further education and,
for the first time this year,
aid fifth-graders who are
among the top readers of
their classes, said Thomas.

Students earn cred-
its for every book they
read during the year, the
amount depending on the
complexity and length of
every book.

The children with more
credits will get one of the
monetary awards.

Thomas said they want
to encourage students to
read at an early age.
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