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OLD BAGS LUNCHEON
A ‘FUN-RAISER’ FOR
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SHELTER

By Alexi C. Cardona
Staff

There is a unique satisfaction to bringing home a
brand newbag. Bringing homeold bags isn’t bad, either.
Especially when they’re designer purses being auc-

tioned for a good cause.
It’s almost time to place bids on new and gently used

handbags at the 2016 Old Bags Luncheon.
The event takes place at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, March

24, at theRitz-CarltonGolfResort andbenefits the Shel-
ter for AbusedWomen and Children.
“Everywomanlovesfashion, funandhandbags, soobvi-

ously ‘OldBags’hasagreat following,but inadditiontobe-
ingagreatgirlfriendexperience, the focus is raising funds
to support The Shelter’s mission to empower survivors
of domestic abuse,” saidKirsten Ferrara, the event chair.
Held every other year, the luncheon is a high-energy

event featuring a fashion show, lunch and a spirited auc-
tion of more than 300 new and “previously-loved” de-
signer bags donated by area retailers and local women.

The highlight will be a runway fashion show by Saks
Fifth Avenue, featuring the 2016 collection by Akris &
Akris Punto.
Ferrara calls the event a fun-raiser, a party dropped

in a fundraiser.
“We work very hard to make sure that each one of

our guests have a smile from ear to ear, that they are
intriguedwith our assortment of handbags and experi-
ence a ‘girlie’ good time, which really we don’t get the
opportunity to have often in our hectic, responsibility-
driven lives,” she said.
Showcase tables will display hundreds of handbags

and accessories fromdesigners likeChanel, Gucci, Lou-
is Vuitton, Kate Spade, Fendi andAlexanderMcQueen.
Tickets are $350. Sponsorshippackages start at $1,000.
This year, bidders can make their offers from vir-

tually anywhere. Bids can be made via cellphone
using a mobile fundraising program called Qtego.
All bags can be viewed on the Internet prior to the
auction, but bids can only be made the day of. To
register or for more information, see naplesshelter.
org/oldbags.
In 2014, the luncheon raised more than $250,000 for

the shelter.
The Old Bags Luncheon was founded in Palm Beach

in 1999 andhas grown tobecomea successful fundraiser
for prominent charities nationwide.
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Excited silent auction winners check out with their handbag treasures following the 2014 Old Bags Luncheon. This
year’s event, featuring more than 300 new and pristine, previously-loved designer handbags, will be held at
10:30 a.m., Thursday, at The Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort.

A model walks the runway during the 2014 Old Bags Lun-
cheon Fashion Show, presented by Saks Fifth Avenue.
This year’s show will feature the Spring/Summer Collec-
tion by Akris and Akris Punto.
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including media and publishing, advertising, digital,

marketing, politics and regional topics and issues.

The Naples Daily News provides speakers at no cost to service

clubs, schools, senior centers, and other groups in the local

area directly to you through our Speakers Bureau.
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